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Book & Lyrics by Bill Owen and Music by Tony Russell

 ‘Matchgirls STRIKE a perfect MATCH’
DAODS Youth Theatre were ‘on fire’ at Heathfields Hall in Dartford on Friday 2nd July. The cast and production team of ‘The Matchgirls’ should be very proud of what was a terrific musical.  Set in 1888 in Victorian London at a time when women at the match factory were working under appalling conditions and their docker husbands and boyfriends were captivated by, of all things, pigeons, the factory workers decide to hold the first ever female strike until they are satisfied that conditions improve.  
Kate (Georgia Maskery) gave a passionate and beautifully acted performance, leading her fellow workers through the trials and tribulations that go hand in hand with having the courage to undertake strike action.  Her side kick, Polly (Charlotte Eames) delivered her comic lines with impeccable timing.  Mrs. Purkiss (Debbie Field) and Old Min (Pat Thornhill), were outstanding as ever with their interpretation of the ‘older’ generation of the era.  The beautiful Annie Besant (Cozette Leese), provided a superbly acted and classy performance as the writer who encouraged the strike to take place.
No musical would be complete without a romantic element and this was provided by  Joe (Adam Orridge) who was a very convincing docker madly in love with Kate and typically able to vent his frustrations on the one person closest to him. His friend, Perce (Josh Goodes) enacted the perfect enthusiastic match to Polly.  The remaining dockers, Tom (Scott Godfrey) and Bert (Daniel Fairbrass), sang and supported Adam and Perce with a pitch perfect performance.
Jessie (Georgia Laws), Maggie (Katie Hutton), Dot (Amy Cooper), Beattie (Alex Campbell), Louie (Saskia Leese) and Nell (Emma McDermott), all provided strong and enthusiastic performances.  Winnie (Katie Dennis) was a very convincing pregnant worker who delivered well timed comedy and looked very relieved to have finally given birth towards the end.

Mr. Potter (Dave Hughes) and Foreman Mynel (David Maun replacing Wiliam Rye on Friday night) gave the audience cause to experience the gloomy aspect of Victorian life by their accurate portrayals of two cheerless characters. 
Christine Diggens (Musical Director) provided excellent musical direction as well as piano accompaniment. The solo numbers were delivered from the heart and the chorus numbers completely brought the stage to life; I found myself smiling throughout the majority of the evening.

Terry Brett (Lighting and Sound Designer) made the most of the very effective set painted by Katy George, changing moods by his excellent use of colour, particularly during the ‘Waiting’ number when the chorus were awash with red.
The costumes (Pat Thornhill) were absolutely perfect for the era, particularly Annie Besant’s beautiful dresses.  The stage was splendidly managed by Dave Hughes (Stage Manager) who was supported by an excellent crew (Martin Hutchinson, Katherine Rose, Annabelle Storey).  Lovely photographs were provided by Sarah Kearley, the well designed programme by Sam Mason and much appreciated refreshments and organization of front of house by members of DAODS.
That brings me last, but not least, to the Director, David Maun who must be congratulated for bringing his expertise to the Dartford Youth Group.  His enthusiasm has clearly brought out the best in the talented group with well thought out and creative direction throughout.

Everyone involved represented a vital piece of a jigsaw puzzle where together, they created a perfect picture. The Dartford Youth Group will undoubtedly grow from strength to strength.  Congratulations to everyone involved in this production of ‘The Matchgirls.’ You were truly ‘hot, hot hot!!’
Elisa Horne
