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Dartford Amateur Operatic

& Dramatic Society

President: The Worshipful The Mayor of Dartford

Health & Safety Policy

Policy Statement

Dartford Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society (DAODS) is committed to promoting a safe, healthy and inclusive
environment for all members, volunteers, participants, and visitors. Although we are a volunteer-run charity with no
employees, we strive to follow best practices and meet our moral and legal obligations to ensure the welfare of
everyone involved in our activities.

This policy will be reviewed annually by the Executive Committee, or sooner if necessitated by changes in law,
regulation, best practice, or the Society's operations. Any amendments will be approved by the Executive
Committee.

We aim to:

® Prevent accidents and reduce risks to health and safety.
® Provide appropriate information and guidance to our members and volunteers.
® Promote a culture of safety, awareness, and responsibility.

Responsibilities

The Committee (Trustees) hold overall responsibility for health and safety in the Society.
The Health & Safety Officer, typically the Chair or a delegated Committee member, oversees day-to-day
health and safety matters, keeps appropriate records, and coordinates safety-related communications.

e All members and volunteers are expected to:

O Take reasonable care for their own health and safety and that of others.
o Follow instructions and report hazards, incidents, or near-misses.
0 Use equipment safely and responsibly.

Risk Assessments
Risk assessments will be carried out:

e For rehearsals, performances, or any event involving physical activity or public access.
e When using unfamiliar venues, equipment, or working with children.

Where needed, control measures will be identified and shared with relevant participants.
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Venues and Equipment

e The Society ensures that venues used for rehearsals and performances are fit for purpose and hazards are
minimised.

e Equipment, including stage props, tools, sound and lighting gear, should be regularly checked for safety.
Unsafe equipment must not be used.

e Any personal electrical equipment used for Society activities must be in good condition and, where required,
PAT tested.

Fire Safety

e Fire exits and escape routes must be kept clear at all times.

o All members should familiarise themselves with the fire procedures at rehearsal and performance venues.

e Fire drills will be carried out periodically at Society premises.

e In case of fire or evacuation, a designated Committee member or Stage Manager will lead the evacuation

and conduct a headcount at the assembly point.

Accidents and First Aid

An accident book is maintained and kept at the Society’s main premises (Heathfields Hall). All incidents or
near-misses must be recorded.

A first aid kit will be available at rehearsals and performances.

Serious incidents will be reported to the appropriate authorities (e.g. RIDDOR where applicable).

Children and Young People

The Society’s Child Protection Policy applies to all under-18s involved in our activities.
Approved, DBS-checked chaperones will be in place where required.
Children must always be supervised during rehearsals and performances.

Training and Information

All members and volunteers will be informed of relevant health and safety matters upon joining or at the
start of a new production.

Clear instructions will be provided for any high-risk activity, including working at height or using electrical
equipment.
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